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COMPANY Delivering prosperity through innovation





Job Title: Business Development Manager (Space sector)

Occupational Sector: Business and administration

Business Development Managers are responsible for increasing an organisations’ outcomes or earnings by identifying new customers, securing financial investments, and researching or developing new products. 

In some organisations business development staff do not necessarily need any understanding or information about the sector first. However, there are some sectors such as engineering, science and medical where to work in the business development department you would need in-depth knowledge of the products or skills created by the company first. The space sector would an example of this.

Required qualifications/entry route: 

The main entry route into non-specialist business development is via an Apprenticeship, HND or degree. It is also possible to move sideways or get promoted into a business development role from another department within the same company. 

Due to the technical and specialised nature of the space, engineering, medical and science sectors, business development managers normally gain a degree from a related subject often followed by a Masters in a business subject.

For those studying a non-space degree who would like work experience within a space sector organisation there are opportunities such as SPIN : Space Placements in Industry 

Skills needed:

· Friendly and approachable 

· Confident

· Verbal and written communication skills

· Happy to work to targets

· Creative and problem solving

· Customer service

· Efficient and reliable

· Good ICT skills – able to use a range of office and financial packages

· Accurate with a good eye for detail

· Sales and marketing

· Driven and assertive

Salary scale:

The average business development manager salary in the United Kingdom is £42,268 per year or £21.68 per hour. Entry level positions start at £32,500 per year while the most experienced can earn over £60,000 per year
It is possible to become a self-employed business development manager. These are normally employed by an organisation to help win a new contract, identify new market opportunities, or to share their own network in order to grow a company.  

If you decide to become self-employed you can choose what each job will cost based on the amount of hours, the length of the contract and the expertise required to complete the work. 

Current demand for this job:

Space sector: There are 38,000 people working in the Space sector in the UK. This is a growing sector with most recruitment happening in the larger space organisations than smaller ones. The skills that space employers say are most in demand and hardest to find are the specialist science, technology and space-based skills.  

General business development: There is ongoing demand for people with business and administration skills within the workplace. This is evidenced by the 66% of business and administration university graduates who found a job after their degree compared to the 59.8% of students who studied other subjects. 

Further information about working or studying business administration:

Space sector:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964639/BMG_2081_UKSA_Space_Sector_Skills_Survey_2020_Report_V1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/more-than-3000-jobs-created-as-space-sector-grows-across-the-uk
https://spacecareers.uk/
General business development

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/business-development-manager
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs/job-profile/business-development-manager#:~:text=To%20get%20into%20this%20job,and%20work%20your%20way%20up.
Other similar jobs to consider:

· Accountant

· Sales executive

· Marketing manager

· Office manager
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